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The accuracy of a nested PCR in gastric DNA obtained by string test for the diagnosis of 26 H. pylori infection in asymptomatic children was 94.0%. The cagA-positive toxigenic vacA 27 s1m1 strains were the most prevalent indicating that this population is early colonized by the 28 strains associated with gastric cancer. participants, following the protocol previously described with minor modifications (7). Gelatin from the vial containing the string was centrifuged at 13,000 g for 10 min. 
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